
      The Village of Northfield 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

May 14, 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor, Jesse J. Nehez at 7:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited. 
 
ROLL CALL was read by Admin. Assistant, Lisa Rodriguez.  The following were present:  Mayor Nehez, 
Beatrice Greenlee, Linda Bowen, Nicholas Magistrelli, Gary Vojtush, Alan E. Hipps and Ethan Miladinovic.  In 
addition, Law Director, Brad Bryan, Engineer Richard Wasosky, Police Lt. Jamie Mackie, Service/Building 
Supervisor, Jason Walters, and Interim Finance Director Tricia LeWalk-Ingrassia were also present.  Fire Chief 
Jason Buss was on a fire call. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
A motion for approval of the April 23, 2014 minutes was made by Beatrice Greenlee and seconded by Linda 
Bowen, passed with 6 ayes.  
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND REMONSTRANCES:  None 
 
Mayor Nehez introduced Dylan Park and his mother Cheryl.  Dylan made 4 bat houses for the Village parks, 
where he is in 3rd grade at Northfield Elementary School for his community service project.  Mayor Nehez told 
Dylan that he can work with Jason Walters placing the bat houses.  Mayor and Council all thanked Dylan. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER:  NONE 
 
REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS: 
 

A.  MAYOR JESSE J. NEHEZ had no report. 
 

B. FINANCE DIRECTOR TRICIA LEWALK-INGRASSIA reported that the final reconciliation reports 
for the Auditor of States office are in the Finance department if anyone would like a copy they can see 
her.  The financial statements that were required to file, are not complete yet and they are still working 
on them and need to be filed.  Brad Bryan spoke with the supervisor on Friday and stated that they 
would be done soon.  With Tim Clymer starting as the Finance Director position there are known 
appropriations that are forthcoming such as:  BWC p payment which was originally budgeted at 
$30,000.00  for the year and based on what Tricia could locate and it is going to be around $69,000.00 
for this year.   Tricia also found the amortization schedule for the loan that was taken out from First 
Merit and that a potion of that payment is budgeted for the police department and the fire department 
also, and the service department budget.  Brad Bryan stated that it is due in two payments and we are 
going to try and pay it off  early.  Tricia and Brad stated that it was for police vehicles, firearms, sewer 
camera and vehicle for service and some equipment for fire department.  Tricia stated that there will also 
be amendments made for the transfers out to the state highway fund and the fire levy fun.   

 
 Mayor Nehez asked Tricia about the line  items that were listed in the News Leader about $1.8 million 
 dollars, which line items are they coming out of.  Tricia stated that according to the report that was 
 released from the State Auditors office, the ending cash balance was $317,000 for December 2013 and 
 we recorded it about a month ago.  Tricia stated that she has never seen anything that showed $1.8 
 million balance.  Mayor Nehez stated that he thought maybe something was missed, and Tricia said she 



 doesn't know where that number of $1.8 million came from.  Gary Votush asked if this was referring to 
 his letter, then he will supply her with that report tomorrow.  Brad said that it was a December Summit 
County report that shows $1.8million dollars estimated resources sheet.  Tricia stated that was the 
 Certificate of Estimated Resources is something that the Finance Department generates.   
 
 Gary Vojtush stated he got it from the finance department.  Tricia said at that time without having the 
 reconciliation completed, and without knowing what the actual cash balance were for any of the funds, 
 that number was not considered valid, since she didn't have any basis for having that number.  Gary 
 Vojtush stated he was only going by what he was given.  Tricia stated that the beginning balance is off 
 due to the fact that there were expenses that were not recorded.  Gary said $230,000.00 for the bills that 
 were found were not on there.  Tricia said that has nothing to do with it.  She said that the Certificate of 
 Estimated Resources is something that we take off of our cash balances in our system, and its provided 
 by inaccurate numbers and is worthless.  Gary stated that at the time, it was provided by the head of the 
 Finance director as accurate number, that is all he knows..  Tricia stated that she isn't here any more.  
 Brad stated to Gary that he didn't expect to have the $1.8million carryover at the end of the year, Gary 
 said no he didn't expect that.  But He did also expect to see $317,000.00 as a carryover, due that there 
 was $260,00.00 that was spent from the casino fund and left us with $50,000.00 left.  Gary said it is one 
 line item of monies spent from the casino settlement fund.  Tricia said that is something she doesn't even 
 have.  Brad said that isn't even a separate fund, it is in the general fund.  Tricia said that the payments 
 that came out of that fund were the traffic signals, building and sewer project.  Tricia said that the sewer 
 needs to be adjusted and come out of its own fund.  Gary said he is not getting into this right now, and 
 for someone to come up with false number.  Beatrice Greenlee stated that the old finance director is no 
 longer here.   Nick Magistrelli stated that the questions should have  come up before the article in the 
 paper.  Nick said communication with Tricia would have gotten an answer to Gary.  Gary said according 
 to what we sat here weeks before to not do with the budget,  
 which was pass it, which is what we just did.  Nick stated that we have a budget, and we have to pass it 
 by law and it would have been very irresponsible of us not to put forth a budget.  Linda Bowen said and 
 they did have the numbers changed.  Brad asked Gary if he wanted the Village to be shut down  because 
 of not passing the budget.  Gary said no, he didn't expect the Village to shut down.  Council stated that is 
 what would have happened.  Nick stated that what Gary was stated doesn't make sense.  Gary stated that 
 it does make perfect sense.  Nick said that communication is what makes sense.  Nick said he doesn't 
 know  where Gary's agenda is, but using words like apathy, and he doesn't even know Nick.  Gary stated 
 to Nick that he doesn't know him either.   
 
 Brad stated in summary, the finance director at the time should not have given Gary a report from a 
 computer system that she knowingly didn't have all of the entries in and was wrong.  The numbers were 
 discussed at the end of December 2013 and the beginning of January and February 2014, and nothing  
 was discussed about $1.8 million carryover.  Gary stated it went from $700,000, to $600,000 to 
 $400,000 and now to $317,000.  Brad asked Gary where did the $700,000 number come  from and Gary 
 stated it was on one of the budgets he had at home. 
 
 Tricia stated that she understands what Gary was saying, and she understood where the confusion could 
 come from, but in this type of situation if Gary had a question about what was being presented to you, 
 she would have been more than happy to go over everything with him and show him the corresponding 
 numbers and where she got the numbers from.  Gary stated that he took the numbers as actual.  Brad 
 asked if they ever had a budget meeting where there was a $1.8 million carryover was discussed.  Gary 
 said no they only had the one work session and he doesn't know why they waited so long to have that.   
 
 Brad also stated for clarification, Gary said that there were two council members appointed by the 
 Mayor, but there was only one appointed by Mayor Nehez who was Ethan Miladinovic and the other 



 Nick Magistrelli was appointed by Council.  Gary stated it was his mistake.  Alan Hipps stated that 
 council expects Gary to write a letter of retraction in the paper stated that it was his mistake.  Gary 
stated  he can do that. 
 
 Mayor Nehez asked Brad Bryan if a Council person could veto anything.  Brad stated that the veto is a 
 procedure for the Mayor to exercise to veto legislature and Council has the chance to overturn it by 2/3's 
 margin.   
 
 Tricia also stated that the budget was only passed the estimates on this year on revenue, there was 
 nothing in last years expenses that she could rely on as being accurate, and to the did everything to the 
 best of her ability.  Tricia stated that the more the paperwork gets looked through that everyone doesn't 
 know about, you will find more that needs to be amended, and that is just how it works.  A budget is 
 meant to be flexible, she hopes that the revenue will come in and she hopes that with Tim Clymer being 
 a wizard can secure the Village financial and make everything peaches and cream.  Tricia stated that the 
 only thing she based this budget on was the revenue for 2013, and was very conservative and should 
 dazzle everyone at the end of the year. 
 

C. ENGINEER RICHARD WASOSKY,  presented his report – see attached.  Mr. Wasosky asked for a 
motion to be made to authorize expenditures of $32,000.00 for the re-pavement of Elm St.  Nick 
Magistrelli made the motion and Alan Hipps seconded the motion, carried with 6 ayes.  Rich stated that 
we can use the second Racine check to pay for this also. 

 
 Fire Chief Jason Buss arrived at the meeting at 7:40p after the fire call. 
 
 Mayor Nehez asked if the building behind the horse stables was built this year or last year.  Jason 
 Walters stated that it was started last year. 
 
 Gary Vojtush asked if there was a problem at the end of Summit Ave. and that was why they were 
 digging up the road.  Jason Walters said that they dug from one end to the other on Summit Ave.  Rich 
 said that for the winter they put in stone, and it was always going to get dug out.  Gary said that a 
 resident of Summit told him  that there was something wrong with the angling. 

 
D. LAW DIRECTOR BRADRIC BRYAN had no report.  Brad said that Council is not prepared to 

address the second hand dealers legislation and Beatrice Greenlee put it into a work session.  Beatrice 
said that she did visit Mr. Money Bags, and they do have some organizing to do and also need to get 
their books in order.  Mayor Nehez suggested that it would be a good idea to put this legislation into a 
work session with Council, Lt. Mackie and Mr. Pavlish, the owner of Mr. Money Bags.  They agreed on 
6:45p on 5/28/14. 

 
 Brad stated that there will be a finance meeting at 6:15p on 5/28/14 then a council work session at 6:45p 
 to discuss the second hand dealers.   
 
 E.  DEPARTMENT HEADS:  
 
       1.  Police Department, Chief Mark Wentz was absent, and Lt. Mackie presented his report.  (see 
 attached) 
 

2. Fire Department, Fire Chief Jason Buss,   gave his report.  (see attached)   
 
 Fire Chief Buss stated that there was an issue that he needed to speak with Gary Vojtush after the 
 Council meeting.  Chief Buss stated that everyone needs to only use the firechief@northfieldvillage-oh.gov, 



and not his personal email due to the fact that there was a problem at the fire department with  people using 
the old fire chief email address that was used in the past is still receiving important  information and the 
emails are not getting passed along, and this is why he wanted to speak with Gary  Vojtush after the 
meeting.  All corresponding email to the  fire department should go to the  firechief@northfieldvillage-oh.gov email. 
 

3. Service/Building Supervisor, Jason Walters, thanked Mayor Nehez, Council and all of the 
departments with regards for their sincere thoughts and prayers that he received to his mothers 
recent passing. 

 
        Recycling of Summit Ave. is complete.  Elm St. was destroy and   he met with Mayor Nehez the  
 other day, and he thanks Mayor for making all of the calls and those who came out and looked at it, it is 
 money well spent. They are still patching roads and he is receiving calls and they are not going to skip  
 anyone.  They try to get the bigger patches first and then the smaller holes until all are complete, there is 
 a lot.  Jason received a call Monday night during the bad rain from Russo's pizza shop.  The whole store 
 plaza got flooded including Lin Garden, Petal Place, Dinoz Tattoos.  Jason believed that if the sewer 
was  maintained they might not have had these issues.  Jason did call Mayor Nehez to view the problem and 
 had Lisa Rodriguez type up the zoning violation to the property owner with about 60 pictures.   
  
 Jason was also at the Lincoln apts.  He received a call from a father whose son lives in those apartments.  
 Jason said that the apartment carpets were saturated with water and it stunk so bad.  He would like 
 Council to think about rental people, they can't just rip their own carpet out.  The lady he spoke with got 
 flooded four times.  But he feels in these types of situations where an apartment is flooding, the carpet 
 gets removed immediately, especially for renters.   
 
 Alan Hipps asked if the Fair Housing/Health Department handles these situations.   Jason said yes he 
 contacts Sue Cummings at the Health Department, and she is very helpful.  Jason would like Brad to 
 look into this situation for legislation.  Brad stated that we can regulate property maintenance issues.   
 Jason said that they had other issues that they addressed while he was there.   
 
 Jason stated to Gary Vojtush that he has had communication with Plaza Management for awhile now.  
 The owner email Jason acting as if he is picking on him, and that Gary is his voice.  Jason told the 
owner  that he never spoke with Gary and that he didn't know if Gary received the emails.  Jason said that he is 
 not picking on these properties, and that the properties definitely have issues.   
 
 Gary said that he hasn't spoke with Howard Shafron for awhile, that he doesn't know what is going back 
 and forth between Howard and Jason and that Brad has sent Gary some of the emails.  Gary said that he 
 doesn't want to get into the middle of things. 
 
 Brad said that Howard made one statement, that he doesn't want the building inspector communicating 
 with him at all, unless it is ok with Councilman Vojtush.  Brad said he replied to Howard that Jason is 
 the Building and Zoning inspector and Howard will not dictate who Jason communicates with.   
 
 Jason said that there are many issues and he tries to get to them as soon as he can when they arise.  We 
 need to do something to get some of these properties cleaned up.  Jason said that he normally gives 
 verbal warnings first, then will go to the violation.   
 
 Jason stated to everyone that there are people who are upset over how many hours he works, and he said 
 he doesn't know any other way.  Jason said he doesn't know what everyone wants him to do, but he is 
 letting everyone know that he reports to the Mayor all the time, Mayor goes on job site with him a lot, 
 and Jason said he has a lot of departments and a lot of responsibilities.  Jason feels that this year will not 



 be anything like last year, and has started to settle down.  This was the worst winter since he has been 
 here in 19 years.  He thinks that people fear he will be around a lot like last year, and he won't.  He just 
 wanted to address this issue since people in other departments have been saying things.  The other night 
 when he got called in for the flooding he didn't even punch his time card, he tries to help where he can. 
 There is just a lot of work to do. 
 Ethan Miladinovic asked if Jason had looked into purchasing a pothole fixing machine.  Jason said yes 
 he has but they are expensive and you still need the guys to run the machine and need more materials 
 for that machine.  Jason said in some situations it would be beneficial but in the end he could have done 
 it quicker with just his guys.  Jason said that structurally the streets are gone, since they were done so 
 long ago and we are at the point of re-construction. 
 
REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   
 

A. PLANNING COMMISSION: ALAN HIPPS, had no report and stated that no meeting is needed this 
month. 

 
    B.  RECREATION BOARD:  MAYOR NEHEZ, stated that the recreation board met on May 1st at 
 7:30pm.  Regarding ideas for a Village flag and planting flowers in urns around Village. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

A. FINANCE: LINDA BOWEN,  reported that the next Finance meeting will be May 28th, 2014 at 
6:15pm.   

Linda asked Brad to read the Clerk of Court report dispersal for the  month of April 2014.  A motion was made 
by Linda Bowen and seconded by Beatrice Greenlee, passed with 6 ayes.   
 

B.  ROADS/PUBLIC WORKS: ETHAN MILADINOVIC  had nothing to report    
 

C. HEALTH AND WELFARE: GARY VOJTUSH, had nothing to report.  
 

D. BUILDINGS & GROUNDS: ALAN HIPPS,  had no report. 
 

E. WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS: NICHOLAS MAGISTRELLI asked Brad to read 
emergency Resolution 2014-09 setting forth the rate of pay for members of the fire department.  Gary 
Vojtush made a motion to suspend the three-reading rule and Beatrice Greenlee seconded, 6 ayes.  A 
motion for passage was made by Gary Vojtush and seconded by Beatrice Greenlee, carried with 6 aye 
votes. 

 
 Brad read emergency Resolution 2014-25 pertaining to the rate of pay for certain employees.  Gary 
 Vojtush made the motion to suspend the three-reading rule and Alan Hipps seconded the motion, carried 
 6 ayes.  Gary Vojtush made the motion for passage and Beatrice Greenlee seconded the motion and it 
 passed with 6 aye votes. 
 
 Mayor Nehez asked Tim Clymer to introduce himself and give a little background.   
 
 Brad read emergency Resolution 2014-26, an emergency Resolution confirming the Mayor's 
appointment of Timothy Clymer as the Director of Finance.  A motion to suspend the three-reading rule  was 
made by Beatrice Greenlee and seconded by Ethan Miladinovic, carried with 6 ayes.  A motion for  
 passage was made by Beatrice Greenlee and seconded by Linda Bowen and passed with 6 aye votes. 
 



 Gary Vojtush asked if Tim Clymer would have set hours and Mayor said they will get the schedule to 
 Gary Vojtush. 
 
 Beatrice Greenlee stated that she got a good recommendation from Mayor Elkins of Newburg Hts.  
 Everyone welcomed Tim to the Village. 
 
 Brad read emergency Resolution 2014-27, an emergency Resolution authorizing Patricia LeWalk-
Ingrassia to provide assistance to the new Director of Finance during the transition period after his 
 appointment.  A motion to suspend the three-reading rule was made by Beatrice Greenlee and seconded 
 by Linda Bowen, carried with 6 ayes.  A motion for passage was made by Beatrice Greenlee and 
 seconded by Linda Bowen and passed with 6 aye votes. 

 
F. FIRE AND SAFETY: BEATRICE GREENLEE had nothing to report  
 

LEGISLATION: 
 
 Brad stated for further clarification the Ordinance 2014-15, emergency Ordinance establishing Chapter 
 869 of the codified ordinances relating to secondhand dealers will be on third reading at the May 28, 
 2014 Council meeting and Council with have a work session to discuss further. 
 
 Brad read Resolution 2014-24 an emergency Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a 
 memorandum of agreement with Charles E. Harris, inc. and the Ohio Auditor of State to Audit the 
 Village for the fiscal periods between January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2015.  Brad stated that 
 there is a proposal process where the companies submit proposals to the auditors office for a two-year 
 period.  They will work on the 2012-2013 and should be completed this year, then they will work on 
 2014-2015.  This local company submitted the best price of the three firms who submitted p proposals.  
A  motion to suspend the three reading rule was made by Linda Bowen and seconded by Beatrice Greenlee, 
 carried with 6 ayes.  A motion for passage was made by Linda Bowen and seconded by Beatrice 
 Greenlee.  Gary Vojtush noticed that the audit in the budget is listed as $6,000.00, and is this the same 
 type of audit and there is a $3,000.00 difference.  Brad stated that Tricia went off of the figures from last 
 year, and the new figures that were submitted were around $9,000.00.  Motion carried with 6 aye votes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS; NEW BUSINESS; ANNOUNCEMENTS; ADJOURNMENT 
 
 No old business. 
 
 New business Linda Bowen reminded everyone about the block watch meeting on 5/21/14 at 6pm and 
 will be having a guest speaker from homeland security to teach everyone about the New Safer Ohio 
 Plan, with Lt. Mackie attending. 
 
 Mayor Nehez  and council gave their condolences to the Walters family on Jason's mother passing. 
 
 Jason Walters wanted to tell everyone that there is a vacant home at 126 Summit Ave. with 3 huge pin 
 oak trees in the front yard that need to be removed due to the fact that they are rotting around the base 
 and there are residents that live around that property that are concerned about the branches falling off of 
 the trees.  Jason asked the Law Director if the Village could take these trees down even thought they are 
 just outside of the right-of-way.  Brad Bryan stated that we need to send out the violation to fix quickly.  
 Jason said he things that it would be between $3,000.00-$5,000.00.  Jason said to cut the branches, cut 
 the timber, and stack the wood if residents would like it.  Mayor Nehez asked Jason to get three quotes a 
 couple different ways. 
 



 Beatrice asked Jason to look at the tree behind her property that is leaning onto her garage.  Jason said 
 that it is Sagamore property, and he will look at it. 
 
 Gary Vojtush asked Lt. Mackie and Chief Buss is the alarms went off during the storms on Monday.  
 They both said no, but neither did the towns around us. 
 
 A motion for adjournment at 8:50p.m. was made by Beatrice Greenlee and seconded by Alan Hipps and 
 passed with 6 ayes. 
 
 Respectfully submitted by:                                          Attest: 
 
 ______________________                                       ___________________________ 
 Beatrice Greenlee                                     Lisa M. Rodriguez 
 President of Council                                                    Clerk of Council 


