
 

 

The Village of Northfield 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

January 13, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nehez at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The Pledge of allegiance was led by Mayor Nehez. 

 

ROLL CALL was read by Tricia Ingrassia. The following were present: Mayor Nehez, Councilpersons Jenn 

Domzalski, Jim Daugherty, Alan Hipps, Nick Magistrelli and Gary Vojtush. In addition, Law Director Brad 

Bryan, Village Engineer Richard Wasosky, Police Chief Mark Wentz, Fire Chief Jason Buss, and Service 

Department Director Jason Walters were also present. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Approval of minutes from December 30, 2015 Council meeting. Motion to approve made by 

Councilman Daugherty, seconded by Councilman Vojtush.  All in favor, zero opposed.  Minutes approved. 

 

Councilman Daugherty made a motion to appoint Councilman Nick Magistrelli as Council President for 

2016, seconded by Councilman Hipps.  All in favor for approval, zero opposed. 

 

Jennifer Syx from inSite Advisory Group, LLC spoke about Economic Development in Northfield 

Village. Jennifer stated that she and her partner Jordan Warfield go into different Municipalities and develop a 

plan to create public and private partnerships.  They look at areas ripe for development.  They are currently 

working with Aurora, New Franklin, Norton, and Bainbridge Township. 

 

Mayor Nehez advised the audience that the Village is currently looking at options to see what it can do 

to improve the Route 8 corridor.  InSite is one of the companies the Village has spoken with. The Mayor is also 

looking into other companies that provide these services. 

 

Councilman Hipps advised he has been a big proponent of bringing in professional help to evaluate our 

Village. 
 

RESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND REMONSTRANCES:   

 

None. 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS: 

 

MAYOR JESSE J. NEHEZ - Reported he is close to getting a significant donation for the Village. He will 

know within the next few weeks if the Village will be getting it. 

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR TRICIA INGRASSIA- Report attached.  Tricia requested Council to look into 

approving the monthly bills in a more efficient way. At present, when Council reviews the bills to approve 

them, the service has already been provided and many bills are paid late due to waiting for Council to approve 

the bills. Tricia would like to handle this process in a better way.  Law Director Brad Bryan explained how 

various other Villages handle this approval process.   

A general work session was scheduled for Thursday, December 21, 2016 at 6:30. Council will discuss 

this matter further at that time. 

 



 

 

ENGINEER RICHARD WASOSKY - Report attached. 

Councilman Hipps asked the duration of the construction on the Ledge Road project and how long the 

road will be entirely closed. 

Rich advised they should have the job done in four months.  If the Village buys a temporary right of way 

from the Salemi property and he agrees to it, we can put in a temporary lane to keep one lane open.  Rich 

originally planned to completely shut the road down and get as much done on the road project before school 

starts.   

Councilman Hipps questioned whether it would be better to start construction in 2017 so the 

construction wouldn't interfere with school. 

Jason Walters stated he would like to see this project go forward this year due to the road’s condition. He 

feels waiting until 2017 would not be a good decision. 

Councilman Daugherty stated in his opinion the road should be done this year, and we should 

completely shut down rather than paying additional money to have a temporary lane over the Salemi property.  

Rich said they are going to ask all the businesses to provide a temporary right of way for $1, but he 

advised they don't have to, they can ask for fair market value. 

Chief Wentz asked if they could talk with property owner Michael Francis and have a back entrance to 

the school through his property. They could also use this drive as an emergency entrance to the school.   

Rich advised they can talk to him and ask.  

Mayor Nehez stated that would probably be a big expense.  

Rich advised that it would be a huge expense, and he highly doubts Michael Francis would let us use his 

property in that manner. Rich advised the road closure will be an inconvenience but will be beneficial in the 

end. The school buses can use an alternate route through Firestone Dr. and a temporary sidewalk can be put in 

for the children who walk to school. 

 

LAW DIRECTOR BRADRIC BRYAN- Reported the Village newsletter will be going out with the sewer 

payments sometime next week. If anyone has anything they want in the newsletter, he will need it by the end of 

this week.   

Brad advised he will need two Council representatives for the Firemen’s Dependent Fund Board. This 

Board would administer the benefits in the event one of the firefighters would pass away in the line of duty.  

Councilman Vojtush and Hipps volunteered. 

Brad stated that the Cemetery Board also needs a Village representative. Bea Greenlee, who has been on the 

Board when she was on Council, has volunteered to remain on the Board, and the Cemetery Board would like 

her to say on if Council approves. Motion made by Councilman Daugherty to appoint Mrs. Greenlee as the 

Village’s representative on the Cemetery Board, seconded by Councilman Vojtush.  All in favor, motion passed. 

The Village got an estimate to remodel the administrative hallway in the Village Hall in the amount of 

$10,501.00 by the same company that remodeled the administrative offices.  Motion to approve made by 

Councilman Daugherty, seconded by Council President Magistrelli.  All in favor, motion passed. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS:   

 

Police Department, Chief Mark Wentz- Report attached. 

 

Fire Chief, Jason Buss- Report attached. 

 

Service Superintendent/Building and Zoning Inspector, Jason Walters- Jason stated that if any department 

needs to use the Village electrician, send Jason an e-mail of what you need done so they can schedule him to get 

the work done.  



 

 

Jason advised we are good on our salt supply. A repair was done on the loader today and the blower 

motor went out in the cab. The 2011 Ford F-450 dump’s transmission lines rotted. The truck is currently out of 

service and the parts are on order.   

Jason also reported he has met with one contractor to paint the corridor at the Village Hall and will meet 

with two more this week to get estimates. Jason will also call to have the elevator inspected. 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION, ALAN E. HIPPS- Motion made to appoint Councilman Hipps as the 

representative for the Planning Commission for 2016 by Councilman Daugherty, seconded by Councilman 

Vojtush. All in favor, motion passed. There will be a Planning Commission meeting Wednesday January 20 at 

7:30. 

 

RECREATION BOARD- No report. 

 

CEMETERY BOARD-No report. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

FINANCE: Work session scheduled for January 21 at 6:30. The regular monthly Finance meeting is scheduled 

for January 27 at 6:30. 

 

ROADS/PUBLIC WORKS:- No report. 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: - No report.  

 

WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS:- No report. 

 

FIRE AND SAFETY:- No report. 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS:-No report. 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

2016-01-An Emergency Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Diane Gacom dba 

Rocky Hill to handle the Village's Sewer Maintenance Fee Billing for 2016. First reading. Motion to suspend 

the three reading rule made by Councilman Hipps, seconded by Council President Magistrelli. All in favor, zero 

opposed. Motion to pass made by Councilman Hipps, seconded by Council President Magistrelli. All in favor, 

zero opposed.  

 

2016-02- An Emergency Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Road Salt from Cargill through the Communi-

ty University Education Purchasing Association. First reading. Motion to suspend the three reading rule made 

by Councilman Vojtush, seconded by Councilman Hipps. All in favor, zero opposed.  Motion to pass made by 

Councilman Vojtush, seconded by Councilman Hipps. All in favor, zero opposed. 

 

2016-03- A Resolution Authorizing Euthenics, Inc. to Complete the Preliminary Design Phase for the Ledge 

Road Reconstruction Phase 1 Project. First reading. Motion to suspend the three reading rule made by Council-

man Daugherty, seconded by Councilman Hipps.  All in favor, zero opposed. Motion to pass made by Council-

man Hipps, seconded by Councilman Daugherty.  All in favor, zero opposed. 



 

 

 

2016-04- A Resolution Authorizing Euthenics, Inc. to Complete the Final Design Work for the Ledge Road Re-

construction Phase 1 Project. First reading. Motion to suspend the three reading rule made by Councilman 

Hipps, seconded by Councilman Daugherty. All in favor, zero opposed. Motion to pass made by Councilman 

Daugherty, seconded by Councilman Hipps. All in favor, zero opposed. 

 

2016-05- A Resolution Authorizing Euthenics, Inc. to Complete the Preliminary Design Phase for the Ledge 

Road Reconstruction Phase 2 Project. First reading. This legislation will be put on second reading at the January 

27 Council meeting. Rich Wasosky asked if Council is in favor of this resolution because he wants to talk to 

Macedonia if we are so they can get on board with this project. Council advised that they are in favor of this 

resolution. 

 

2016-06- An Emergency Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Josh Harter to the Position of 

Part-Time Maintenance 4 with the Service Department. First reading.   

Councilwoman Domzalski asked if Council can see the yearly employee reviews for this employee. Jason Wal-

ters advised he does not do formal reviews. When they complete everything that is expected of them such as the 

running all snow plow equipment then they move them up to the appropriate level. Josh is in his third year with 

the Service Department.Councilman Daugherty asked if he does license background checks on his employees 

for insurance purposes. Jason advised they do for pre-employment. Brad Bryan advised every year the insur-

ance company does a check on all employees that drive Village vehicles. Councilman Daugherty asked if 

someone had a bunch of points that would affect the insurance, would the insurance company notify the Village 

and would we continue using this employee if it affected our rates. Tricia Ingrassia advised if they are un-

insurable under the Village policy they would no longer be allowed to drive Village vehicles.   

Councilman Vojtush asked if the Resolutions advancing the three employees are in his budget. Jason advised 

yes they are. Motion to suspend the three reading rule made by Councilman Daugherty, seconded by Council 

President Magistrelli. All in favor, zero opposed. Motion to pass made by Councilman Daugherty, seconded by 

Councilman Hipps.  All in favor, zero opposed. 

 

2016-07- An Emergency Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Dylan Morgenstern to the Posi-

tion of Part-Time Maintenance 3 with the Service Department. First reading. Mr. Bryan requested a motion to 

amend resolution 2016-07 (Typo in first whereas clause read Mr. Harter; should have been Morgenstern). Mo-

tion to amend made by Councilman Hipps, seconded by Council President Magistrelli.  All in favor, zero op-

posed.  Motion to suspend the three reading rule made by Councilman Daugherty, seconded by Councilman 

Hipps.  All in favor, zero opposed.  Motion to pass made by Councilman Hipps, seconded by Councilman 

Daugherty.  All in favor, zero opposed. 

 

2016-08- An Emergency Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Lawrence Schilk to the Position 

of Part-Time Maintenance 2 with the Service Department. First reading.  

Jason Walters stated that Larry possesses the skills to move up to level 4; he is an excellent worker, has a CDL, 

and is a huge asset to the Service Department.   

Motion to suspend the three reading rule made by Council President Magistrelli, seconded by Councilman 

Hipps.  All in favor, zero opposed.  Motion to pass made by Councilman Vojtush, seconded by Council Presi-

dent Magistrelli.  All in favor, zero opposed. 
 

OLD BUSINESS; ANNOUNCEMENTS; NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Mayor Nehez asked if Council would approve buying new holiday decorations for the Village Hall. He 

would like Council to meet with the Village electrician and go over options. Councilman Vojtush asked if elec-

trician Brian Schuman could attend the work session. Mayor Nehez will find out if / when he is available.  

Mayor Nehez would also like to see pole decorations down SR.8. 



 

 

Councilman Daugherty stated he has spoken with Tricia Ingrassia and asked if it was possible to save 

money every month for a rainy day fund that could not be touched unless it was for building important or new 

buildings or property improvements. Mayor Nehez stated it is a great thought but that is what we are planning to 

do with the TIF money once we are finished paying for the Sagamore Road and Ledge Road projects and pay-

ing back the general fund for money already spent from that fund for TIF eligible projects. Brad Bryan advised 

the TIF money is a separate fund that can be used for any type of infrastructure, buildings, or improvements re-

lated to the existence of the Rocksino in the Village. Currently we are using the TIF money to pay the general 

fund back for expenditures we made over the last few years. The TIF fund is in place for 30 years.   

Councilwoman Domzalski asked if they could discuss the complaints Mr. Fellner, who is the landlord in 

the Village that spoke at the last Council meeting. Council President Magistrelli stated they can, but they did 

discuss those issues when they passed the legislation. 
 

ADJOURNMENT -Motion to adjourn made by Councilman Hipps, seconded by Councilman Daugherty.  All 

in favor, zero opposed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:14pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by:                                           

 

 

_________________________________                

Tricia Ingrassia, Clerk of Council 












